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Agenda

• Brief introduction policy ‘Early School Leavers’ in the Netherlands

• Objectives and Targets

• Success factors
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Introduction: objectives ESL
 

• EU 2020: reducing the number of early school-leavers 
between the ages of 18 and 24 from 15.5% in 2002 to 
approx. 8% in 2020

• National objective: reducing the number of early school-
leavers : from 71.000 in 2002 to 25.000 in 2016
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ESL in the EU

Reducing ESL to less than 10 % by 2020 is a headline target for 
achieving a number of key objectives in the Europe 2020 strategy 
and one of the five benchmarks of the strategic framework for 
European cooperation in education and training (ET 2020).

At EU level ESL rates are defined by the proportion of the 
population aged 18-24 with only lower secondary education or 
less and no longer in education or training.

2011: EU: 13.5% NL: 9.1 % (source: Eurostat, 2011)
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Results in the EU
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Succes factors

 Getting the figures right : Detailed information helps schools, regions and 
the ministry to target resources aimed at reducing ESL

  Comprehensive approch: no silver bullet

  The Golden Triangle: agreements between government, schools and local
   authorities in 39 regions: 2008-2011 and 2012-2015

 Focus on the region

  Sharing the knowledge and good practices

  Research gives evidence based policies
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Getting  the figures rights

• Reduce the number of ESL (targets)

• Better registration, better analysis

• Consistent and reliable comparisons between years

• Evidence based policy  

• Digital Absence Counter
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Introduction of the Education Number
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VET institution

Secondary 
school

 
1-stop 
shop 
(DUO)

Other stakeholders, such 
as
•Juvenile Care
•Centre of Work & 
Income
•Public Prosecutions 
Service
•Truancy officer

Min. of Educ., 
Education 
Inspectorate

Other

Municipality of 
residence:
School Drop-out 
Registration and 
Coordination Centre 
(RMC)
School Attendance 
officials
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Results schoolyear 2011-2012
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Amount of new early school-leavers: 36,250 
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Golden Triangle: the regional approach

Schools

Ministry of 
Education, 
Culture 
and 
Science

Municipality
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Proces: the golden triangle (2)

Agreements with schools and local authorities
In 39 regions for the period 2008-2011 and 2012-2015
Objective: reduce dropout rate until 25.000 in 2016. 
o Own choice in methods to achieve objectives (menu list)
o Local cooperation between municipality, school and other  
parties

o No cure, no pay

Role of the government:
o Facilitating, monitoring and evaluating
o Translate results in good practices and implement these in 

order to improve national approach
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Policies to reduce the number of early 
school leavers

• Agreements for 2012-2015 : regional cooperation
• Truancy policy: improvements are still possible
• Early school leaving figures: clear and more thorough
• Continuous learning pathway from pre-vocational secondary education
   to secondary vocational education
• Focus on first year of secondary vocational education
• Improved education: secondary vocational education levels 3 and 4 
• Integrated approach by the youth care, public safety and the labour
  market
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Sharing results: information products

• Sources: Education Number & Digital Absence 
Counter

• Provides information on different levels with different 
background details.

• For instance annual figures (publicly available) but 
also monthly reports (not publicly available)
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Benchmark: 
Results per 
RMC-region
2010-2011
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Benchmark: Results 
per ROC 2010-2011
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ESL Explorer
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More quantitative tables 

 

ESL  %  
2005/2006

ESL %
2009/2010

ESL %
2010/2011

Ethnic origin

Native Dutch 3,4 2,4 2,3

Suriname 6,9 5,3 5,3

Dutch Antilles 7,6 6,8 7,0

Turkey 6,0 4,7 4,8

Maroc 6,6 5,6 5,5

Other non-Western 6,6 4,5 5,1

Other Western 5,1 3,9 3,9

Unknown 28,5 34,4 36,4

Also available: overviews per age group, male/female, education type etc.
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Youth unemployment in the Netherlands
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No one leaves this school without a 
diploma!
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More information:

www.aanvalopschooluitval.nl
www.vsvverkenner.nl
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http://www.aanvalopschooluitval.nl/
http://www.vsvverkenner.nl/
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